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The Sierra Foothills’ Rhône Revolution 
 
While Zinfandel has long reigned supreme among grape varieties of the Sierra Foothills, a movement is afoot to 
slowly transform our AVA into the Rhône Valley of California. This movement had its beginnings when John 
MacCready of Sierra Vista noted the similarities between the Sierra Foothills and France’s Rhône Valley. The 
rugged landscapes, rainfall, soils, varied microclimates and diversity of wines of this region bear striking 
resemblance to our own. In 1979, Sierra Vista planted the area’s first Syrah—a dominant Rhône variety. In 
1997, MacCready co-founded the Rhône Rangers and served as its first president. Since that time, Rhône 
varieties have become widely planted throughout El Dorado and Amador counties, with many wineries 
specializing in these wines. 
 
Although Cantiga wines represent multiple regions of origin, Rhônes are the focus of our Estate Vineyard. Our 
plantings include Grenache, Syrah and its Australian cousin, Shiraz, as well as Petite Sirah (aka Durif). In fact, 
our only non-Rhône estate grape is Semillon, a white Bordeaux. 
 
Our own enthusiasm for Rhône-style wines has been growing over the past few years, as well. In addition to 
making these varieties in their pure form, we have been experimenting with blends. The spring shipment 
contained a Grenache-Syrah blend, and we are pleased to say that we have a GSM (Grenache-Syrah-
Mourvedre) in the works, as well. 
 
In honor of our region’s Rhône movement, we are offering an all-Rhône summer wine club shipment. We hope 
you enjoy! 
 
Included in your summer shipment: 
 
2012 Syrah, Baby Rattlesnake Vineyard (Club pre-release) 

Harvest Brix: 25.8   pH: 3.78 TA: 4.69 Alc: 14.8%     RS: 0%   ML: 0% 
Cases produced: 187 Barrel age: 3 years in mostly neutral European oak 

 

The primary red grape variety of the Northern Rhône, Syrah is characterized by deep, lush black fruit 
characteristics, leather and spice, bold tannins, and relatively soft acidity. We are pleased to offer our 2012 Baby 
Rattlesnake Vineyard Syrah. This lovely, approachable French-clone Syrah is bold yet smooth, with classic 
blackberry and chocolate notes. Baby Rattlesnake Vineyard is a neighboring vineyard that, like us, occupies part 
of the historic Meyers Ranch.  
  
2012 Shiraz, El Dorado (Club pre-release) 

Harvest Brix: 25.9   pH: 3.73 TA: 5.33 Alc: 14.8%     RS: 0%   ML: 0% 
Cases produced: 160 Barrel age: 3 years in mostly neutral European oak  

 

Our Australian-clone Shiraz shares characteristics with its Rhône cousin, yet 200 years on a different continent 
have imparted some unique nuances: softer, blueberry fruit notes and pronounced peppery spice. Our 2012 
vintage is a blend of our Estate Shiraz and a neighboring planting of the same clone. Both vineyards were 
grafted with cuttings from Ventana Vineyard in Monterey—home to some of the first Shiraz brought over from 
Australia in the 1970s.  
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2013 Grenache, Estate (Current release)   
Harvest Brix: 26.3   pH: 3.85 TA: 5.00 Alc: 15.1%    RS: 0%   ML: 0% 
Cases produced: 207 Barrel age: 2 years in mostly neutral European oak 

 
 

Grenache is a dominant red variety in the Southern Rhône, and is the major constituent in iconic blends such as 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape. It is also widely planted in Spain, where it likely originated. It is characterized by lush 
strawberry notes, low tannins and soft acidity. It is late ripening and requires careful control of crop load. Our 
Estate Grenache in its pure form overflows with strawberry fruit, enhanced by the freshness of our non-ML 
approach. It is a quintessential summer wine! 
 
For Ambassador of Oenos (12-bottle) members: 
 
2010 Grenache, Estate (Library wine)   

Harvest Brix: 25.8   pH: 3.95 TA: 4.89 Alc: 15.2%    RS: 0%   ML: 0% 
Cases produced: 80 Barrel age: 2 years in mostly neutral European oak 

 
 

As a special offering for our Ambassador club, we are offering two bottles of a Library vintage of our Estate 
Grenache, side-by-side with two bottles of our current release. The 2010 vintage was our first release of 
Grenache, and it has aged beautifully. Typically, Grenache develops subtle hints of leather as it ages; we 
encourage you to taste ours and compare it to the current release, observing the nuances that have developed 
over time.  
 
Cheers…and enjoy! We appreciate your business! 


